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dren/' and the demand was made that "England shall
assist in the evacuation of the children, the women, and
the old men/' because " Bilbao will never surrender/' We
know now that at the time this letter was written 20,000
Anarchists were escaping along the Bilbao-Santander
road, and that when Bilbao surrendered thousands of
Basques welcomed Franco's troops with joy.

The Government forces had time to prepare eighty
miles of a complicated and expensive system of fortifica-
tions, and they had time to prepare the destruction of
practically every bridge and culvert round Bilbao. But
they had no time to remove women and children from
the war zone.

The same sinister use of women and children is evident
in the 1939 retreat from Barcelona. Perhaps there is no
more disgusting spectacle in history than the heroics of
Dr. Negrin to the rump of the Cortes. "We shall never
surrender!" he cries in the safety of a cellar at Figueras.
Then he takes a car into France, leaving 250,000 refugees
mixed up with the retreating army. In London, mean-
while, the Republican Embassy issues a statement (January
27th) that "the fall of Barcelona neither alters nor
weakens, but rather strengthens, the determination to
resist foreign invasion which the Spanish people took two
and a half years ago/' In France, Dr. Negrin is forbidden
to conduct his political activities, so he returns to Madrid,
still the faithful agent of the Comintern. But even the
Republicans are now weary of his eloquence and in-
capacity : he and his henchmen, including La Pasionaria
and four Russian officials, embark in an aeroplane and
escape once more to safety, leaving the Republican
soldiers to sanguinary conflicts between themselves, until
Franco's troops bring bread, and sanity, and justice.

So many astounding lies have been told about the
Nationalists that it would seem useless to attempt to deny